ARNING THE BASICS

ceorge Newell




By the end of this course students will be able to build or have
knowledge of;

Basketry tools

~ Basketry materials & their preparation

1 and construction




The art and craft of creafing an art piece or d

useful container. “No Dennis, they will not hold
water."

References:

Baskeilry; by Judy Mofield Mallow,




-Needle nose hand pruners or florist shears

-Scissors

arp knife w board for cutting

1 end (for fucking tails into



TOOLS AS LISTED ABOVE



-Keeper -1 2-2" section of F
straw or a 4 +" dia.
copper tubing w flared




An honest basket maker should point out to a beginner some
side pocket issues, so one knows what to expect of this hobby.

While this is a low cost hobby (however, it can be made
mewhat expensive if you really want to), this crafter has found

will eventually come to use;
air of tweezers.



TYPES of string;
RAFFIA —a natural strong fiber from the African raffia palm
frequently used in floral trade. Requires considerable prep. work.
Shorter lengths of usable fiber thread.
Istery thread, strong, lacks paraffin coating
le, colors available.
Ish line work well, don't stretch




Pine Needles- the longer the better for basket construction

-Common Pines on the Central Coast
Canary Island Pine, Pinus canariensis

—fascicles or clusters of 3, fine textured 8-10" long
er Pine, Pinus sabiniang-

0" long, med. Coarse

e, /-13, coarse/stiff

tiff. Found in Sierra mtns.
oqarse

y



-Green needles; leave terminal growth —usually shorter, harvest 2 -3
year old needles by pulling a handful toward trunk.
- Keep fascicles all going same direction in shallow box, 3+ in. deep-




Quality Baskets come from general “rules” of construction;
-Use workable lengths of string; too long & you get tangles, more string will have to
be added with a knot that doesn’t slip.

Ke.ly/imporfanf note. -Knots will need to be hidden within the coil or covered by the next
coill.

Irection (clock wise/counter clockwise) depends upon left or right handed. | work
s feed in to keeper from I. tor.

les frequently-keeper should be somewhat tight to slip
d keeper as it is slipped-holds needles in place

slip-paraffin coated
iIs next fime



Pine Needle basket shape starts with Base;
-Wood-needs preparation, shape and holes, etc
-Ceramic-likewise needs processes applied w holes, efc.

enters ie. Walnut slices, Eucalyptus slices, eftc.

C1C.




-Glve some thought to an out come or shape,

-Some fimes | like to let the project shape itself-maybe this is
the artistry coming ouf.

ase shape or material may dictafe what you can do.

e placement impacts the shape of the




-Plain, straight or whip stitch:;

New stitch is placed to the left of the last stitch on last coil-to the side
of the stitch in the direction your working toward.

s a single line up the side of the project. Works well when
on base or base is of needles.

Il an additional row
fion;
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Split stitch;

A variation of the straight stitch which calls for next stitch to split
the last stitch-
' Wheat stitch;

at each spoft, starts with a vertical stitch
ahead o next (hole in case



EXAMPLE OF SPLIT STITCH (L) AND WHEAT STITCH(R)



FERN STITCH (BOTTOM) SPLIT STITCH (LID);

-STARTS AS A WHEAT STITCH;
EXCEPT WHEN ONE GETS TO THE STARTING SPOT OF THE COIL,

-FOR EACH COIL, YOU WRAP THE COIL BY PLACING A LOOF
BACKWARD FROM HOLE TO HOLE AROUND THE COIL UNTILYOU  GET
BACK AT THE STARTING POINT






Imitation Sinew can be found on line,
my research tfurned up the best price
of $6.50 / 400 yd spool of 50# test

ing at;

s and Beads
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GALLERY
DECORATE CERAMIC BASE



GALLERY

NEEDLE BASE WITH LID
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GALLERY
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PRAC
ENJOY THE PROCESS FROM
NEEDLES TO DOING A QUALITY PROJECT, ALI
REQUIRES IS TIME AND LOVE.

THANKS FOR YOUR INTEREST AND ATTENTION. /

LET S GO TO WORK!



